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Outputs

• Synthesis report
• Key messages

• Methodology for cross-
sectoral planning in ABNJ

• Interactive sessions to test
• Wider review 

• Online summary report



Capacity Assessment updated











ABNJ Deep Seas Project Information Sharing 
Platform (Prototype)

Aim: to create a prototype 
of a user-friendly web 
platform that brings 
together information from 
across all sectors active in 
ABNJ 

?

Information 
exchange



Ocean + libarary



Executing  Agencies

Deep Seas project: partners 

Funding:

US$ 8 million 
from GEF for 
5 years 

Co-funding 
estimate US$ 79 million 

Nairobi Convention

Permanent Commission for the South 
Pacific (CPPS) North East Atlantic Fisheries 

Commission (NEAFC)

Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD)             

South East Atlantic Fisheries 
Organisation (SEAFO)

Southern Indian Ocean 
Deepwater Fishers Association 
(SIODFA)

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
Organization (NAFO)

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 

Commission for the Conservation of 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
(CCAMLR)

South Pacific Regional Fisheries 
Management Organisation (SPRFMO)

General Fisheries Commission for 
the Mediterranean (GFCM) NPFC

Duke University

International Coalition of Fisheries 
Associations (ICFA)

Sealord Group

Partners

GRID-Arendal

Global Oceans Biodiversity Initiative 
(GOBI)

International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN)



All outputs available online
www.commonoceans.org



Immediate programme Outcomes and key elements 
(enabling environment) 

Outcome 1 – Frameworks and processes for more effective 
governance and management in ABNJ (including fisheries 
management) strengthened 
 
1. Policy and legal frameworks to support sustainable use of ABNJ 

resources
2. Government and institutional mandates, roles and 

responsibilities related to governance of ABNJ
3. Fisheries management processes to enhance responsiveness to 

uncertainty strengthened
4. Incentives and and deterrents to promote compliant behaviour

Outcome 3  – Participation in multi-sectoral coordination for more 
effective governance and management of ABNJ improved  
 
1. Mechanisms, tools and resources to improve coordination 

between sectors and stakeholders with interests in ABNJ
2. Awareness and understanding of the role of all sectors in the 

sustainable use of ABNJ

Medium-term Outcomes (changes in systems and behaviour)

Intermediate states (improved environmental + social 
conditions) 

Environmental (GEB)
Reduced/minimized negative impacts on biodiversity and ecosystem services in 
ABNJ (e.g. reduced bycatch)
Improved conservation status of key ABNJ species/ habitats

Socio-economic
Improved livelihoods, food security for communities dependent on ABNJ 
resources
Improved working conditions and gender opportunities in ABNJ
Reduced vulnerability/improved resilience of communities reliant on ABNJ 
resources to CC impacts
Equitable and managed access and benefit sharing of ABNJ resources including 
marine genetic resources

Long-term impacts
Healthy ecosystem structure, function and processes in ABNJ improved and 

maintained
Sustainable supply  of ecosystem goods and services from ABNJ with long-term 
socio-economic benefits (both use and non-use values) to human populations 

(link with Blue Growth?)

Effective compliance and 
enforcement of fisheries 
regulations by RFMO 
member states
 
Widespread adoption of 
best practices for 
sustainable management 
of ABNJ resources 
including consideration of 
impacts on the ecosystem 
and adaptation to climate 
change
 
Comprehensive, well-
informed BBNJ process 
underway with 
coordinating mechanisms 
among sectoral users 
(including links to LMEs 
and RSOs) to achieve 
ecosystem goals in the 
ABNJ
 
Increased market and 
political pressure for 
sustainably sourced ABNJ 
products with greater 
transparency and 
traceability, reducing 
presence of IUU products 
in the markets
 
Increased public and 
private sector support 
and investment for 
sustainable management 
of ABNJ

Outcome 2 - Capacity for better implementation of ecosystem based 
management in fisheries management in the ABNJ strengthened 
 
1. Capacity to apply EAM to ABNJ
2. Capacity to develop and enforce governance regimes related to 

ABNJ resources (e.g. addressing IUU fishing)
3. Data collection, compliance monitoring and reporting to 

support science-based decision making and implementation
4. Management solutions for sustainable use of ABNJ resources

Sustainable/optimal 
use of ABNJ resources 
and strengthened 
biodiversity 
conservation in face 
of  a changing 
environment

Outcome 4 – Knowledge and information exchange for more 
informed decision-making among stakeholders to support 
sustainable utilization of ABNJ improved
 
1. Technical/scientific information on ABNJ issues
2. Information exchange mechanisms to support decision-making 

and awareness-raising
3. Information on ABNJ issues available to inform choices of 

decision-makers and civil society

Effective and sustainable 
cross-sectoral governance of 
natural resources in ABNJ

Adaptive, coordinated, 
sustainable management of 
ABNJ resources following 
Ecosystem Approach

Possible Next Phase under GEF 7 
(Draft) 

Effective compliance and 
enforcement of fisheries 
regulations by RFMO 
member states
 
Widespread adoption of 
best practices for 
sustainable management 
of ABNJ resources 
including consideration of 
impacts on the ecosystem 
and adaptation to climate 
change
 
Comprehensive, well-
informed BBNJ process 
underway with 
coordinating mechanisms 
among sectoral users 
(including links to LMEs 
and RSOs) to achieve 
ecosystem goals in the 
ABNJ
 
Increased market and 
political pressure for 
sustainably sourced ABNJ 
products with greater 
transparency and 
traceability, reducing 
presence of IUU products 
in the markets
 
Increased public and 
private sector support 
and investment for 
sustainable management 
of ABNJ



Thank you      

§ UNEP-WCMC:
§ Nina.Bhola@unep-wcmc.org
§ Rachael.Scrimgeour@unep-wcmc.org

http://www.commonoceans.org/  


