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Overview

 Summary of the objectives of the ABNJ Deep Seas Project

Overview of recent progress

 Review of how the project supports the Western Indian Ocean 
countries via the Nairobi Convention to engage in ABNJ matters 
(including BBNJ process)



Component 1: Improved application of policy and legal frameworks

Component 2: Reducing adverse impacts on VMEs and 
components of EBSAs 

Component 3: Improved planning and adaptive management for 
ABNJ deep-sea fisheries

Component 4: Development and testing of a methodology                       
for area-based planning

ABNJ Deep Seas Project – Four components 



Objectives of Component 4

• Develop a draft area-based planning methodology suitable for use in 

areas beyond national jurisdiction 

• Review applicability of area-based planning tools to ABNJ

• Gather experiences and good practices from other regions

• Understand the relevant governance frameworks 

• Build capacity in the pilot regions for area-based planning in ABNJ

• Support a planning process that incorporates ABNJ 

• Test area-based planning methodology

• Provide policy-relevant advice



Capacity and Knowledge Sharing

Capacity assessment



Knowledge Sharing

Case StudiesArea-based planning tools



Knowledge sharing

RFMO Meeting | DATE | LOCATION

Institutional Arrangements



Data and tools

RFMO Meeting | DATE | LOCATION

Data storage and sharing

Cumulative impacts

Global and Regional data

Connectivity



Webinars

• Area Based Planning Tools in ABNJ

• Data to support area-based planning in ABNJ



Tool box addressing different aspects of planning

Synthesis materials highlighting the need for and benefits of 

ABP in ABNJ – targeted at decision-makers and politicians

Test marine spatial planning with different governance 

options

Engage stakeholders e.g. states and other sectors in 

marine spatial planning discussions (e.g. ISA; IMO, 

RFB/RFMO etc.)

A methodology for area-based planning in areas 

beyond national jurisdiction

SPRFMO 3rd Scientific Committee | 28 September – 3 October | Port Vila, Vanuatu

Approach to 

developing a 

methodology



Benefits of Project

 Improve understanding of the characteristics of ABNJ and activities 

occurring in the region 

 Identifying the need for— and potential benefits of— planning 

 Development of area-based planning knowledge 

 Support technical knowledge through outputs to help engagement with BBNJ 

 Develop capacity for engagement in area-based planning processes

 Explore what planning in ABNJ could look like – development of a marine spatial 

planning methodology

 Support the development of regional resources

 BBNJ working group 

 Regional metadata inventories

 Regional connectivity reports



Thank you for all of your support 

http://www.commonoceans.org/  


