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Overview

Overview of activities in ABNJ

Consideration of a planning process

Compatibility of activities and co-location of activities



WIO countries party to global and regional institutions 
and agreements

Source: https://www.unep-wcmc.org/resources-and-data/governance-of-abnj



@ Legal Atlas [2016]

• Regional Fisheries 

Management Organisations 

(RFMOs)
• Biomass removal

• Seabed disturbance

• By-Catch

Fisheries

• International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) 

• Conventions 
• Pollution

• Marine mammal collisions

Shipping

• International Seabed 

Authority (ISA)
• Disturbance or loss of 

seabed habitats

• Sediment plumes 

Deep Sea Mining

• No international 

governance body

• Managed by States
• Localised seabed 

disturbance

Cable Laying



Why area-based planning?

• Sector-specific activities and planning approaches

Area-based planning

Single sector tool

Particularly 
Sensitive 

Sea Areas 
(PSSAs) 

Vulnerable 
Marine 

Ecosystems 
(VMEs) 

Cross-sectoral tool

Marine 
spatial 

planning

Ocean 
zoning

• Interaction between sectoral activities and planning approaches unclear in the 

future

• Ambition under a new implementing agreement to “not undermine” other 

processes and frameworks in ABNJ



Today we are going to…

• Identify marine activities relevant to both EEZ and ABNJ

• Specify which ones extend into  ABNJ and why are these relevant to 

you 

• Identify which activities may be compatible or incompatible

Some examples…….





Examples:

• Fisheries in EEZ extends to ABNJ. 

• When you use Skype – the call runs on cables that cross ABNJ 

• Shipping vessels from EEZ to ABNJ

• What types of activities are incompatible and why?



USE Deep sea 
fisheries 
(trawling)

Shipping Deep sea mining Cable laying Biodiversity
conservation 

Deep sea 
fisheries
(trawling)

Shipping

Deep sea mining 

Cable laying

Biodiversity 
conservation

Incompatible Partly compatible Need more 
information

Likely compatible Compatible

-2 -1 0 +1 +2

Exercise: Compatibility Matrix

Score

Why?



• What are the risks associated with a sectoral approach to management?

• How might understanding of the activities of other sectors be improved? 

• If activities in ABNJ increases, is there likely to be a greater or less need 

for planning?

• How could changes in the management of one sectoral activity generate 

potential socio-economic benefits for another (otherwise known as ‘co-

benefit generation’)? What are these benefits?

• A simple matrix evaluates two activities together.  However, it is entirely 

possible to have 3 or more activities competing for the same location.  

What are ways to manage this?

Questions to consider



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZ

u4QSRis7U

Additional resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCMY77N-QVg

http://www.fao.org/in-action/commonoceans/en/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZu4QSRis7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCMY77N-QVg
http://www.fao.org/in-action/commonoceans/en/


Thank you 

▪ UNEP-WCMC:

▪ Nina.bhola@unep-wcmc.org

https://www.unep-wcmc.org/resources-and-data



Trawling and offshore oil and gas development

Marine transportation and offshore oil exploration

Identifying compatible uses 


