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IUCN FFEM-SWIO Project

üConservationand 
sustainable exploitation  of 

seamountand hydrothermal vent 
ecosystems in 

areas beyond national jurisdiction 
of the South West Indian Ocean

[2014-2017]



ω Implementing partners: IRD, Iddri, MNHN, Oxford 
University

ω Other partners:FAO GEF ABNJ Program (-> FAO/UNEP 
Deep Seas project)

ω Final Beneficiaries:

1. Costal States

2. Interested States (fisheries, mining, other 
resources);

3. International community

Partners and beneficiaries



IUCN Seamounts UNDP-supported 
GEF-financed Project [2009-2013]

Applying an ecosystem-based approach to 
fisheries management in the high seas: a focus 
on seamounts in the Southern Indian Ocean

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE



Summary

Å6.5 M USD
Å2 expeditionsat seaon seamountsof the SWIR
Å2 taxonomicworkshops in South Africa2010 and U.K. 

2011
Å1 workshop on governance, South Africa, June2011
Å1 workshop on integratedmanagement approach, Italy

July 2012
Å4 technicalpublications (overviewof biodiversity, 

threatsidentification, legaland institutionalgap 
analysis, integratedmanagement approachand road 
map)
Å9+ scientificpeer-reviewed publications



Scientific component: 2 expeditions

Seamountsof the South West 
IndianRidge

ÅNovember-December2009; 
Pelagicfocus, on boardR/V 
Fridtjof Nansen

ÅNovember-December2011; 
Benthicfocus, on boardRRS 
James Cook
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Areas beyond national jurisdiction in 
the SWIO

ÅLinks ABNJ ăĄEEZ/specific coastal ecosystems

ÅDual stake for coastal States

IUCN FFEM-SWIO Project:

ÅSpecific ecosystems

ÅHuman activity impacts 



Distribution of seamounts in the 
Indian Ocean

ω>1000 m



Exploration blocks International Seabed 
Authority 



Area of competence SIOFA



Specific objectives of the IUCN FFEM-
SWIO Project

VTo advance the state of knowledge of these ecosystems 

VTo improve and strengthen the governance framework

VTo suggest sound conservation and management measures

VTo raise awareness of policy makers, the fishing and mining 

industries and the general public


