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a. Background and context
·The Blue or Ocean Economy is an emerging concept

for developing and managing coastal and marine
resourcesorȰÂÌÕÅȱorȰÏÃÅÁÎȱresourcesfor sustainable
economicdevelopment.

·The Blue or Ocean economy is essential to the future
welfare and prosperity of humankind, as it is a key
source of food, energy, minerals, health, leisure and
transport upon which hundreds of millions of people
depend

2



a. Background and context
·The Blue Economy offers wide opportunities for

responsibleand sustainableeconomic growth from the
traditional sectors of shipping, tourism, fisheries,
and boat building, and new industries including
aquaculture; marine renewable energy technologies
for wind, wave and tidal energy; bio-products
(pharmaceutical and agrichemical); blue or ocean
carbon (carbon storage in mangroves,seagrassesand
salt marshes),amongothers.
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a. Background and context
·Further, blue economy supports the achievement and

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the SustainableDevelopment Goals
(SDGs), especially SDG14 ȬÌÉÆÅbelow ×ÁÔÅÒȭȟand
recognizesthe needfor ambitious, coordinated actions
to sustainably manage, protect and preserve coastal
and marine resources for the present and future
generations
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a. Background and context
In terms of importance of the blue economy , it is

worthy of note that:

Vthe worldwide ocean economy is valued at around
US$1.5 trillion per year;

VEighty per-cent of global trade by volume is carried by
sea;

VApproximately 350 million jobs globally are linked to
the oceansthrough fishing, aquaculture, coastal and
marine tourism and researchactivities
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a. Background and context
·It is estimated that by 2025 34% of crude oil

production will comefrom offshore fields

·Aquaculture is the fastest growing food sector and
providesabout 50% of fish for human consumption;

·Between 2010 and 2030 on a ȰÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ- as- ÕÓÕÁÌȱ
scenario basis, the ocean economy could more than
double its contribution to global value addition,
reaching over USD 3 trillion .
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a. Background and context
VThe estimated annual economic value of goods and

servicesin the marine and coastal ecosystemsof the blue
economy in the WIO region is over US$22billion

V+ÅÎÙÁȭÓshareof the WIO ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓblue economy is slightly
over US$4.4 billion (20%), with the tourism sector making
the largest contribution of over US$4.1billion, according to
KenyaMaritime Authority (KMA) estimates.

V+ÅÎÙÁȭÓmarine fisheries had the potential of producing
350,000 metric tonnes in 2013worth Ksh90 billion, yet the
region only yielded 9,134 metric tonnes worth Ksh2.3
billion in that year(per KMA estimates)
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a. Background and context
·The key drivers of the blue economy include a

combination of population growth, rising incomes,
dwindling natural resources especially terrestrial,
responses to climate change and pioneering
technologies.

·However, rather surprisingly, despite its primordial
role, the ocean economy has only recently begun to
garner attention and move up the international policy
agenda.
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a. Background and context
·In Africa, blue economy development hasgained attention

as governments are now recognizing blue economy as a
new frontier for socio-economic development.

·In this regard, the 2050Africa Integrated Maritime Strategy
(AIMS), adopted by the African Union in January 2014,
offers guidance for the continent in delivering an
integrated and multidimensional blue or oceaneconomy

·Nevertheless,the African Union (AU) has established that
oceans remain a generally low consideration for steering
the growth of African economies.
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a. Background and context
·In the WIO region, fisheries, tourism, aquaculture,

shipping and coastaltransport, coastalagriculture and
forestry contribute an estimated US$ 25 billion p.a to
the economiesof the countries. However, thesesectors
are not fully exploited with WIO assets currently
valuedat US$333.8 billion .

·In this regard, the Nairobi Convention Contracting
Partieshaveagreedin decisionsCP8/10, and CP9/10to
unlock opportunities for new economic growth from
the oceansectors.
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a. Background and context
·At national levels, Seychelles (Blue Economy), Mauritius (Ocean

Economy), and South Africa (Operation PHAKISA) aretaking the lead
in efforts to unlock these opportunities, while the other countries of
the WIO region arealreadyat various levelsof implementation .

· In the Seychelles, blue economy sectorsof priority include maritime
security, fisheries, aquaculture, tourism, mariculture , port
development, and mineral exploration.

· In Mauritius seven main clusters have been prioritized : seabed
exploration for hydrocarbons and minerals; fishing, seafoodprocessing
and aquaculture; deep ocean water applications; marine services; sea
port related activities; marine renewable energies; and ocean
knowledge.

· In South Africa , through Operation Phakisa, the Government has
prioritized four growth areas: marine transport and manufacturing;
offshore oil and gas exploration, aquaculture; and marine protection
servicesand governance.
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a. Background and context
·With a total areaof 582,650 squarekilometres, Kenya

has536km of coastline on the Indian Oceanbordered
by Somaliato the north and Tanzaniato the south.

·The coastal belt of Kenya is one of the most highly
prized parts of the country, having enormous natural
resources, ecosystem goods and services, rural and
urban communities, infrastructure and other
developments
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Background and context
·+ÅÎÙÁȭÓblue economy sectors(including conventional

sectorssuch as coastal tourism, fishing, shipping and
maritime transport, aquaculture/mariculture, as well
as newer sectors such as wind and wave energy,
offshore oil and gas, marine biotechnology etc.)
should ultimately contribute meaningfully to wealth
creation and employment, reduction of poverty and
inequity, and assistin the realization of greater socio-
economicadvancementof the country.
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a. Background and context
·In recognition of the importance of the Blue Economy,

the Government of Kenya established the State
Department for Fisheriesand the Blue Economy, and
the Blue Economy Implementation Standing
Committee, among other frameworks.

·Further, with the support of the international
community Kenyaorganized the first SustainableBlue
Economy Conference (2018SBEC)in Nairobi on 26 -
28 November2018, co-chaired by Canadaand Japan.
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a. Background and context
·In the Nairobi Statement of Intent on Advancing the

Global Sustainable Blue Economy, the outcome
document of the 2018SBEC,countries charted a new
paradigm for an economically vibrant, socially
inclusive and environmentally resilient blue/ocean
economy.

· Among others, Kenya committed to establish an
Institute for Blue EconomyStudiesat the University of
Nairobi ( hereinȰÔÈÅMaritime ÃÅÎÔÒÅȱɊ.
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a. Background and context
·The 2018 SBEC acknowledged that there is need to

continue with research, training and development related
to the Blue Economy to allow greater contribution to the
achievement of +ÅÎÙÁȭÓblueprint Vision 2030 agenda for
sustainabledevelopment

·It is against this backdrop that this assessment is
undertaken by the UoN-Maritime Centre with support
from UNEP Nairobi Convention, to take stock of +ÅÎÙÁȭÓ
activities in the blue economy with a view to identify
priority maritime sectors and their values , potential for
investment , governance regimes and policy tools
neededto further developthe blue economy in the country.
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a. Background and context
·The proposed assessmentproceedson the basisof an

apparent knowledge gap in the understanding and
documentation of the existing valuesand potentials of
+ÅÎÙÁȭÓmaritime sectorsand their contribution to the
GDP and the overall socio-economic development of
the country.

·The main thrust of this assessment is the
prioritization of key maritime sectorsthat can help the
Government of Kenyato provide policy and regulatory
direction towards the realization of the blue economy
promise
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a. Background and context
·The following are the key sectors prioritized in this

assessment:

üCoastal and deep seafisheries, including aquaculture and
mariculture ;

üCoastaltourism;

üPorts, harbours and maritime transport;

üCoastal and offshore oil and gas, including renewable
energy

üCoastalagriculture

üCoastalforestry

üCoastaland offshore mining and extractives
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